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I could – but won’t – just reread the statement of support that I gave at the beginning of 
our expeditious subcommittee markup. 
 
We have laid out a bipartisan blueprint for sustaining a healthy and vigorous NASA 
during the next administration.  We provide good stewardship for all enterprises in 
NASA’s portfolio – earth and space sciences, aeronautics, and human spaceflight. 
 
Because I represent the Kennedy Space Center, I want to particularly note the 
unambiguous endorsement of America’s human spaceflight program.  We have come a 
very long way since the loss of the Shuttle Columbia over five years ago.  This bill 
continues that progress by providing much needed stability in our strategy and 
architecture for human spaceflight.  Here’s an example of bipartisan leadership during a 
time of difficult challenges for this program. 
 
The Manager’s Amendment includes a section directing the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy to establish an interagency committee and study the 
issues raised by locating a commercial space launch range in close proximity to a Federal 
launch range. 
 
In order to have viable commercial launch operations in the United States, effective 
coordination and cooperation must exist between potential commercial ranges and 
existing Federal ranges.  This issue is of constant concern to Florida’s Space Coast as it 
vies with international competitors as a site for launching commercial payloads. 
 
I again thank the talented and accomplished staff on both sides of the aisle.  The tone and 
tenor of discussions and negotiations continue this committee’s cooperative and inclusive 
approach to dealing with the areas within our jurisdiction. 
 
 


